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were a revival in another form of experiments which had failed
disastrously in the past.                                               ^
The views expounded by Pherozeshah in this paper may be read
with profit today, not only for their lucid and vigorous exposition
of first principles, but also as illustrating the maturity of thought
and political sagacity which characterized the man even at that early
age. The audience, however, was in no mood to appreciate the point
of view of the lecturer, or the ability with which he had marshalled
his facts and arguments. Blinded by passion and prejudice, it strongly
resented his daring attempt to place the administration of Mr. Craw-
ford in a proper perspective. It did not want any defence of the
obnoxious Commissioner, and it conveyed its displeasure at the at-
tempt in a forcible manner. Great disorder prevailed during the con-
tinuance of the lecture, and uproarious scenes marked its conclusion.
As the following account will show, the proceedings were of a very
lively character, and terminated amidst scenes of wild confusion:
Mr. Pherozeshah then ascended the platform and began his
paper. His introductory remarks elicited a few 'hear, hears' which
stood out in bold relief against one or two vigorous hisses which
seemed thrown in by some persons of taste, in order that the value
of the slight applause should be increased rather than drowned,
and the sounds rendered more sweet by the additional charm of
contrast. The lecturer however continued, though the short, sharp
staccatoed hiss which marked every full stop, and which ulti-
mately warned us of where the very commas occurred, was still
sent forth with exemplary vigour and enthusiasm. Scarcely, how-
ever, had each of these gentle reminders of disapproval been
uttered, then it had to do battle with an ocean of other cries of
'shame, share, insulting/ mostly disputing its authority, and
amongst which it soon expired. At length the paper was finished,
when, the dissatisfaction which was felt by many members became
evident, whilst others, desirous of carrying on matters peaceably,
cried 'order, order, chair, chair/ but to no purpose. The steam had
been raised to too high a pressure, and it was absolutely necessary
to blow off a quantity, and in this operation all sense of order and
regulation seemed to be lost sight of. Mr. Sorabji Rustomji